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Gems, 

At owning in niynelf Iiiy, 

Sonl , what hut thou gleaned to-day, 

Thy imhon how bestowed t 
What hut thou rightly wiM or done— 
Whu ttrtce itt.trt.ii i cti, or knowledge won, 

In follow I iric nfirr OodT 

—WlMt.BT. 

He nerves, thee best who loveth moet 
h His brothers and thine own* 

Thy litanies, iwe*l offices 

Of love snri gratitude ; 
Thy sacramental Liturgies 
The Joy of doing good* 

—WH ITT HH- 


The Primitive Church and Its 
Customs. 


LJ&MDS OF CHRIST. 

Chap. 20. — And it came to 
pass on the third day of their 
journey, while they were walk- 
ing, that the blessed Mary was 
fatigued by the excessive heat of 
the sun in the desert ; aud see- 
ing a palm tree, ihe said to Jo- 
seph i Let me rest a little under 
Jhe a hade of this tree. Joseph, 
therefore, made haste, and led 
her to the palm, and made her 
come down from her beast. And 
as the blessed Mary was sitting 
there, she looked up to the foli- 
age of the palm, and saw it full 
of fruit, and said to Joseph: I 
wish it were possible to get some 
ot the fruit of this palm. And 
Joseph said to her : I wonder 
that thou sayest this, when thou 
seest how high the palm tree is ; 
aud that thou thiukest of eating 
of its fruit. I am thinking more 
of the want of water, because 
the skins are now empty, and 
we have noue wherewith to re- 
fresh ourselves aud our cattle. 
Then the child, Jesus, with a 
joyful countenance, reposing in 
the bosom of his mother, said to 
the palm : O tree, bend thy 
branches, and refresh my mother 
with thy fruit. And immedi- 
ately, at these words, the palm 
bent its top down to the very 
feet of the blessed Mary ; and 
they gathered from it (ruit, with 
which they were all refreshed. 
A jd after they had gathered all 
its fruit, it remained bent down, 
waiting the orders to riie, from 
Him who had commanded it to 
stoop. Then Jesue said to it : 
ltaise thyself, O palm tree, and 
be etrong, and be the companion 
ot my trees, which are in the 
paradise of my Father ; and 
open from thy root a vein of wa- 
ter which has been hidden in 
the earth, and lei the waters 
flow, so that we may be satisfied 
from thee. And it roBe up im- 
mediately, and at its root there 
began to come forth a spring ot 
water exceedingly clear and cool 
and sparkling. And when they 
saw the spring of water, they re- 
joiced with great joy, and were 
satisfied, themselves, and all 
their cattle and their beasts. 

Chap. 23. — And it came to 
pass when the most blessed 
Mary went into the temple with 
the little child, that all the idols 
prostrated themselves ou the 
ground, so that all of them were 
lying on their faces, shattered 
and broken to pieces; and thus 
they plainly showed that they 
were nothing. 

After this prostration the nar- 
rative gives the conduct of the 
the governor of the city toward 
Jesus ; calling him the God ot 
our gods, and adored him ; also, 


that the whole eity believed in 
the infant child. 

After the return from Egypt, 
Jesne is represented as making 
seven clay pools and a water pas- 
sage from one to another; and 
that the wicked youth closed the 
passages and fell dead afterward, 
and whh raised to life again by 
Him, because the occurrence did 
not please his mother. 

Chap. 27. — And it came to 
pass, after these things, that in 
the sight of all Jesus took clay 
from the pools which he had 
made, and of it made twelve 
sparrows. And it was the Bab- 
ba'th when Jesus did this, and 
there were very many children 
with him. When, therefore, one 
of the Jews had seen him doing 
this, he said unto Joseph ; Jo 
seph, dost thou not see the child 
Jesus working on the Sabbath 
at what it is not lawful for him 
tod)? tor he has made twelve 
sparrotvs of clay. And when 
Joseph heard this, he reproved 
him saying: Wherefore doest 
thou on the Sabbath such things 
as are not lawful for us to do ? 
Aud when Jesus heard Joseph, 
He struck His hands together 
and said to his sparrows : Fly ! 
And at the voice of his com- 
maud they began to fly. And in 
the sight and hearing ot all that 
stood by, He said to the birds ; 
Go and fly through the earth, 
aud through all the world aud 
live. And when those that were 
there saw such miracles, they 
were tilled with great astonish- 
ment. 

Chap. 83. — Now Jeaue was 
six year* old and his mother sent 
him with a pitcher to the foun- 
tain to draw water with the chil- 
dren. And it came to pass after 
He had drawn the water, that 
one ot the children came against 
him and struck the pitcher and 
broke it. But Jcbub stretched 
out the cloak which he had on, 
and took up in his cloak as much 
water aa bad been in the pitcher, 
aud carried it to his mother ; and 
when she saw it she wondered, 
aud reflected within herself. 

Chap. 34. — Again on a certain 
day He went forth in a field, and 
took a little wheat from His 
mother's burn and sowed it 
Himself. And it sprang up and 
grew, and multiplied exceed- 
ingly. And it came to pass that 
lie, Himself reaped it, aud gath- 
ered as a product of it three Kors, 
(about one hundred pecks.) and 
gave it to his numerous acquaint- 
ances. 

(7b be Continued.) 


The Morning Joy. 

The joy aud the shouting will 
he raised by the discovery of 
what was actually iu existence 
all the time. I once spent a night 
on the summit of Mount Kighi, 
and the darkness was so dense 
that I could not nee one rod from 
my window. But when the 
morning broke, the polished mir- 
ror of Lake Lucerne spread be- 
neath me, aud the icy coronets of 
the Juugfrau and the Feuisteraar 
horn glittered iu the rosy beams. 
They had been there all through 
the night waiting for the unfold- 
iugB of the day-spring from on 
high.— Theo. L. Cuvlkh, D.IK 


The Religious World. 

A new chapel is being fitted 
up at the State Prison in Maine. 

The First Univerealiat Church 
of Lyun, Maes., observed its 
fifty-second anniversary April 
19th. 

Rev. Dr. Scheff has authorized 
the announcement that the day 
of publication for the revised 
Old Testament has been fixed 
for Thursday, May 21st, when 
various editions, differing in 
size and price, will be exposed 
for sale. 

Carefully collected statistics 
for 1883 report dedication of 272 
new Lutheran houses of worship 
iu the United States. Ot these, 
ltj-2 were built by German, 02 by 
English, 7 by German-English, 
26 by Swedish, 7 by Norwegian, 
7 by Norwegiau-Duuieb, and 1 
by Danish congregations. 

In the year 1800 there were 
in the evangelical churches in 
the United States 3,030 congre- 
gations, 2,051 ordained ministers 
and 364,872 communicants. In 
the year 1850 there were 43,072 
churchta, 25,555 ministers and 
3,520,988 communicants. In the 
year 1870, 70,148 churches, 47,- 
609 ministers and 6,673,396 com 
munieauts. In 1880, 97,090 
churches, 69,870 ministers aud 
10,065.963 communicants. 

The Jewish population^ of Je- 
rusalem is constantly incfeasiiig, 
and now numbers 18,fj6oT ThiB 
is the largest number that has 
lived in the aacrcd city at one 
time since the destruction by Ti- 
tus in 70, A. D. The first blind 
asylum in Palestine, the land 
that has now, and probably has 
had lor centuries, the largest 
number of blind people, propor- 
tionally, in tbe world, has been 
established iu Jerusalem. It is 
connected with the Syrian Or- 
phans' Asylum, under charge of 
the German missionary, Schnell- 
er. 

A systematic attempt jb being 
made by the Lutherans ot Phila- 
delphia to establish a Deaconess 
Institute in that city, in connec- 
tion with the GermHii Hospital, 
During the past winter lectures 
were delivered on this subject, 
aud a great deal of interest awa- 
kened. Soveu deaconesses are 
already engaged in the good 
work, and four others are ou 
probation. An appeal ha* been 
published in the interests of the 
project. The plan Is u novel 
one for the American branch of 
this church ; but in GortnAuy 
this Institute has already an ex- 
cellent record for noble work. 

Here is a Sunday school effort 
which bore harvest both liter- 
ally and figuratively : iu 1883 the 
boys aud girls couuected with 
the Congregational Sunday 
schools in Farmiugton and New 
Hartford, Conn. , planted six 
care of corn tor missionary pur- 
poses. The sum of 8120 was re- 
alized in the Autumn tor the 
sale ot the harvest. This money 
was sent to the American Sun- 
day-Bchool Union, the next 
Spring, and has already resulted, 
under its direction, iu the organ- 
ization of six new Sunday 
schools, one of which has grown 
into a church, aud in substantial 
aid by gifts ot books, papers, 
etc., to five other schools. 


The International Committee 
whose duty it is* to prepare a 
third course of Sunday school 
lessons for seven years* study, 
met April 15th and 16th, in Cin 
cinnati. It wan agreed to have 
three years of study in the Old 
Testament, and tour in the New, 
with au alternation once in six 
months. Lessons were selected 
for the first year only. For the 
first three-quarters there will be 
lessons on Temperance and on 
Missions, to be used in place of, 
or in addition to, the quarterly 
review. 

Why Love the Brethren J 

The persecuted and weak ever 
enlist my tender pity and aid. 
During my necessarily pro- 
tracted silence, my sympathy 
and charit,' never waned. The 
love of Christ constraining me 
not to cease regarding your 
body as my brethren and ste- 
ers, as well as all of our divided 
Brotherhood. 

The expelling committee cast 
some of you out from them ; 
which, as a natural consequence, 
caused others to follow. I must 
continue to follow unlets there is 
an essential revolution in their 
general course toward you, 
Tnis entire work has ever re- 
minded me of disagreement in 
large families: the tender- 
hearted become good friends, by 
and by; the haughtier aud more 
selfish increased their obstinacy 
and hatred. 

I have often hoped and prayed 
that your stronger brethren 
would relentingly extend to you 
the hand and salutation of love 
and Christianity. But, alas ! 
they continue to stand aloof, as 
much as to say i "I am holier 
than thou." 

It is a self-evident fact that 
members who have been ex- 
pelled from them are not one 
whit less perfect than those who 
did the expelling. This sort of 
work 'ia self- preference, from 
which emanates all the discord 
in our divided Brotherhood, 
whether it be done privately or 
publicly, smoothly or roughly. 

I am a constant and careful 
reader of both sides, having the 
Bible for my impartial Judge; 
aud I must say it distresses my 
very soul to see and know there 
is an under current which looks 
well enough on the surface, but 
down beneath it is an influence 
which is increasing the pros- 
perity of man at the expense of 
Christ. 

In my last Gospel Messenger, 
No. 17, 1 fully indorse and now 
quote the following from the 
pen of brother C. II. Balsbaugh, 
iu connection with my viewe: 
"The future prosperity and 
efficiency of the church are as 
much threatened by tolerated 
sins, as by the monomania of 
ruling Christ out of dress and 
finery, for which so many have 
been expelled. 

"Any liberty of which Em- 
manuel is not tbe life and end is 
carnal, and tends to destruction. 
But this liberty is rani [art in 
every congregation through- 
out the Brotherhood, even where 
the dress question never pro- 
duced the faintest ripple. The 
man or woman who cannot sit 


on the same bench with a fellow- 
member and avoids the saluta- 
tion, shows a long, bitter face, 
and harbors a malignant grudge 
in the heart, ia coiled about by 
as big a hell-serpent, as those 
who strut in the peacock plurnee.' 
of fashion. 

"Self preference is a terrible 
cancer, that is eating into the 
very vitals of the body of Christ. 
* * * If, for once, we could 
have our annual meetiug, in 
which the supreme object would 
be a better understanding, not 
of doctrines and measures, but 
of Christ and the Holy Uliost— 
a deeper personal knowledge of 
God the Father, through these 
two — we would have a Pente- 
cost in truth and power, as cer- 
tainly as hud the Apostles." 

True; and well said, brother 
Balsbaugh ; and whilst I wear 
tbe uniform, and was long aiuce 
convicted to modest apparel, 
against which no argument can 
shake my faith, I do verily be- 
lieve there are as many tolerated 
sins, by some professing to be 
orthodox, than some who have 
been expelled tor not coutorm- 
ing to tbe order in dress. 

All tbe parties have their 
faults : none are perfect ; and 
when the more powerful rulers 
become full of the Holy Ghost, 
then their shameful differences 
aud divisions will be swallowed 
up in love and charity. 

With love for all tbe good aud 
upright people iu each division 
of the Brotherhood, (nil ot whom 
are my brethren and sisters in 
Clirii-t,) aud my daily, fervent 
prayers, that charity aud broth- 
erly love and kindness may be 
aroused iu the hearts of the ex- 
pelling committee aud their 
endorsers, I remain as ever, your 
welh wishing sister in Christ. 

Julia A. Wood. 
Bremau Bluff, Ya., May 4th. 


The Encamping Angel. 

It was the custom of Arabs to 
camp round tbe tent of their 
chief, each tent of the circle hav- 
ing su opening toward the pa- 
cha's, which could thus be safely 
guaided; and in this manner we 
were guarded by God's angels. 
Tbe encampment waB pemm 
nent, not like an escort for a por- 
tion of the way only, nor like t* 
barrack nor fortress, fixed aud 
stationary ; wherever wo went we 
took God's protecting angel* 
with us. Protection wu required, 
tor the idea of a camp implied 
being on an enemy's ground. 
Let us, therefore, not be discour- 
aged, but bless the Lord at all 
times, tor we had mighty friend* 
to aid us. — Ex. 


What of conscience she had 
was not yet conscience toward 
God, which is the guide of free- 
dom, but. .conscience toward 
society, which is the slave of a 
tool. — Marquis of Lobsie, 

Worldly joy is a sunflower, 
which shuts when the gleam of 
poeperity is over; spiritual joy 
is an evergreen, an, unfading; 
plant. — Racirk. 

"What is your secret of suc- 
cess?" asked a lady of a dis- 
tinguished painter. He replied, 
"I have no secret, madam, but 
hard work." — Tdkmk. 


